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<Abstract>

Review of Financial Indicators in the Counties of Jeolla
Province During the Joseon Dynasty

Focusing on Geographic Records

Kim, Paek-chol’

Jeolla Province was known as one of the Samnam regions during the Joseon
Dynasty and was recognized for its abundance of resources. In this regard,
various historical records were examined to derive financial indicators. This study
focuses on geographic records while also comparing annals, old maps, legal
codes, government documents, and literary collections. Due to limitations in data
compilation methods, omissions and losses of records were common, requiring
the use of estimated figures in many cases. Nevertheless, these figures remain
useful for identifying general trends.

According to official records, from the 15th to the 18th century, the number
of households increased approximately 13 times, ranging from a minimum of
24,000 to a maximum of 320,000, while the population grew from at least 94,000
to a maximum of 1.22 million. The total registered farmland increased by
approximately 1.2 times, from about 280,000 gyeol to 340,000 gyeol(#&) based
on primary ledgers. This limited growth in cultivated land area can be attributed
to the constraints of available arable land. Among the eight provinces, Jeolla's
population ranking shifted from fourth to third, while its farmland holdings
moved from third to first place.

The status of local counties also changed. The official classification of towns,
which determined administrative ranks for local magistrates, experienced only a
26% change by the early 19th century. However, town’s financial capacity,
calculated based on armland holdings and household numbers, an economic
indicator, changed by 66% by the late 19th century —56% showed continued
growth, while 8% experienced a decline after an initial increase. This suggests

that the expansion of population and farmland holdings was closely related to

* Associate Professor, Department of History, College of Humanities and International
Studies, Keimyung University
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changes in the administrative status of counties. Particularly during the Korean
Empire period, economic growth had a more direct impact on the classification
of local administrative units.

Jeolla Province, with its vast plains, developed agriculture early on and held
the largest amount of registered farmland in the country from the 18th century
onward. First, Military Service Quotas : In 62% of counties, the burden of
military service quotas was less than half of the male population, and in only
8% of counties did it exceed this ratio. Second, Land Tax : The tax rate was
generally between 4 and 6 du(S}), with only 8% of counties exceeding this
amount. Even in these cases, the tax burden was only 0.9% to 2.1% of total
output. Third, Daedong Law : About 44% of counties adhered to the standard
tax of 12 du, while 14% slightly exceeded it, and 12% imposed significantly
higher taxes. However, even the highest tax rates were only 2.5% to 3.3% of
total agricultural output, which cannot be considered excessive. Forth, Grain Loan
System : In 44% of counties, the proportion of grain loans relative to total output
was below one-tenth, and in 26%, it was below one-third, indicating a relatively
stable system. This suggests that increased agricultural productivity helped
alleviate the tax burden on the general populace.

The expansion of irrigated farming played a crucial role in enhancing
agricultural productivity. The proportion of irrigated farmland surpassing dry
fields increased from 33% in the 15th century to 95% in the 18th century. In
line with this expansion, more reservoirs were constructed, and this trend closely
correlated with the explosive growth of local markets. The rise in productivity
mitigated the impact of various taxes, as agriculture and commerce became

increasingly interconnected due to advancements in irrigated farming techniques.

Key Words : Jeolla province, Financial indicators, Geographic records, Official

classification of towns, Town’s financial capacity
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