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<Abstract>

Gyeon Hwon's Establishment of the Capital in Jeonju City and
Its Meaning

Heo, Inuk’

In 889, Gyeon Hwon became independent centered on the southwestern
coast. In the process, he secured Gwangju and established himself as a single
power. It has been understood that the process of forming Gyeon Hwon’s
power developed from the southwestern district to Gwangju and then Jeonju in
that order. This was largely due to the description in the Wangryeok of the
Samguk Yusa that Gyeon Hwon first established his capital in Gwangju in 892,
and in the geography section of the Goryeosa that Gyeon Hwon called it
“Later Baekje” after he attacked and occupied it, and soon after moved the
capital to Jeonju. However, there are records in the Silla Annals of the Samguk
Sagi that suggest that he used Jeonju as his base and expanded Gwangju and
its southeastern districts into his power, so it seems that some consideration is
needed regarding this.

Gyeon Hwon's Baekje revival and the establishment of a state centered on
Jeonju were formalized only after he made Jeonju the capital in 900. He made
Jeonju the capital, using the historical awareness of Mahan-Backje that had
been passed down since the Goryeo Dynasty as a justification. And at some
point after that, he began using the title of the monarch, Daewang, and
established the reign title, Jeonggae. This can be said to be an expression of
his pride as the Great King, the monarch of an independent state, and the

master of the entire Korean Peninsula.

Key Words : Later Baekje, Jeonju, Gwangju, Gyeon Hwon

* Hannam University
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