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<Abstract>

A Study of the Geographical Characteristics of
TNamhaengwolilgi, by Lee, Kyu-bo

Yu, Jeong-yeol

This paper considered Lee, Gyu-bo’s "Namhaengwolilgi, as a work with a
geographical character and examined its aspects. "Namhaengwolilgi,is a work
that belongs to the essays on landscapes. However, it focuses on presenting
information on tourist attractions rather than embodying the natural beauties. It
can be seen as an ‘essay on landscapes with geographical characters.! The fact
that essays on landscapes have a geographical character can be said to be one
of the trends of the genre, and "Namhaengwolilgi, is a work that led this trend
in the history of essays on landscapes of Korea. Meanwhile, ‘Gi’ and ‘Ji’ which
are higher genres of essays on landscapes and geography, were used interchangeably
because they shared the basic characteristic of ‘record of truth’. From this, we
can see that "Namhaengwolilgi; can have geographical characters.

The geographical characteristics of "Namhaengwolilgi, could be confirmed by
first examining its contents. "Namhaengwolilgi, contains a wealth of information
such as topography, vegetation, customs, religion, etc. of the regions where Lee,
Kyu-bo traveled. This information is valuable and helpful in understanding the
natural and human geography of the region.

Next, the geographical nature of "Namhaengwolilgi, could be confirmed by
examining the pattern in which the information included was accepted into
posterity geographical journals. Since the information contained in
Namhaengwolilgi, was accepted in "Donggukyeojiseungram, in the early Joseon
Dynasty, it was widely accepted in geography from the national level to the
regional level throughout almost the entire period of Joseon Dynasty. This can
be seen as possible because "Namhaengwolilgi, was originally a work with
geographical characteristics.

Based on the above contents, the status of "Namhaengwolilgi, could be established

* Senior researcher, Kyujanggak Institute for Korean Studies
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in terms of geographical aspects. The information contained in "Namhaengwolilgi,
is mostly about Jeollabukdo, and it is difficult to find previous writings that contain
information about Jellabukdo intensively. For this reason, "Namhaengwolilgi, can

be evaluated as the earliest period of Jeonbok geographical journal.

Key Words : "Namhaengwolilgi,, Lee, Kyu-bo, Geographical information, Essays

on landscapes
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